
;\P E,nglish Literature Surnmer Reading Responses

Wclcorrc to AP l-"iterature! ' l 'his 
could u,ell lre the rnost intense and challcnging l:nglish

c()ursc you' l l  tuke in high school .  So, to start  out ,  you' l l  need to do somc sumrner readinq und
rvr i t iug .

"[ 'hc rr:ason fi lr t lr is assignment is that f 'or the AP l-iterature test. the rnore closc re atl ing
cxprrrir: irce y()u hllvc,tl-re Lretter. There are no particular bcloks you're erpected to havc'r-ead.
rather. it 's assitnred that you have a rvicle ranse of all sorts of books undel your frelt inchlcling
s(lnlc tiotr-Anrericart I-it. You'l l note the questiclns belo'"v have tcl clo ivi l lr exarlirring tc:xt i l t ckrse
rilr. lgc. I 'hat's rvliat ttrc: test (and the c:ourse ) is all about.

So. rcad 2 trooks, at least one non-American, and for one of them,ll lease luisrver tlrc
fol lot ' ine c luest icrns in typecl .  c louble-spaced copy: Al lvays use the " l i terary presc:nt"  rv l reu
discussins l i tcraturc.  Doi t ' t  summarize the plot !  We neecl  l i terary anir lysis.  \ 'ou should comc to
school on thc first day of classes rvith this written response complete and ready to turn in.

Discuss the author's style and tone in;t strbstantial paragrtiph. What mood is created'J
\Vhat tvpes rtl ' i l 'ords ancl sentences are usedl Provide lu"r i l lustratinq rluotatirrn.

2.  What cnt lur- ing quest ions c loes this book raise' /  Discuss 2 of  these rv i th anrplc e rplanat ion
iirtd t qur"lt i i t ion fetr eac:h.

.1.  Ide nt i t ,v -1 kcy u:hatacters.  Clreate plof i les of  thei l  sal ient  characte r ist ics" disposi t ions.
sc-:nstrs o1'rlorality, etc. Present a passage to.iustit-v your icleas firr cach clraractcr.

F or the second book, be prepared to present answers to the cluestions above: orally
( inc lud ing  thc  quota t ions  *you ' l l  need no tes  andthe tex t , |  in  the  f i rs t  fe rv  days  o f  c lass .  Savethe
r lotc t - t r tusual  Lruok l i r r  the oral .  And, again" be sure to read at  least  one'non-Anrer ic ln nclvel .
'l-ogether, 

thc n'rittcn response and the presentation rvill count as a major papcr grade in
thc first quarter.

"l'htr Ifooks:

'I.'hc Poisonl..'oo(l I]iblc. lJartrara Kingsolve r (Anrericari)
Tlrc I { arichla ici' s'I'al ur. N'l argaret Atlvood
l l t rnra. Jalre Auslen
' l-ess 

ol '  thc l) 'Ljrbcri ' i l les" Thornas Hardv
Marlanre I lr l r ,  arv. Gustave Flaubcrt
( irr :at [ : ixpecti t t ions, Charles Dickens
Wutl ier inc t lcights. F)tr i iy Bronte
f)ortrait  ol ' the Art ist as a Young Man. Janres Joyce
[:.ast of l iden. Slc, iubeck (Arncrican)
[ jr-e.,cionr.. [oriat lran [;ranzgn (Anrer- ican)
"l ' l rc '  Irrvisihlc Ll i trr .  I tulph [ i l l isol i  (Arnerican.)
Anl ra  Karen l ru-  l ,eo ' [ 'o ls toy
A Pravc'r {rx- {)rvcrr h, lrrariy. John lrving {Anrr:r ican}

[ {ap ; l v  Rc :ad ing i

Important Fiote: l{ ither
nf'the (iencral Summer

Mrs. Doran and Mr. l; lachshart

select for this requirenrent may take the place

-you receive from I\{r. }'avenditti.
ol'the trvo books you
Reading assignment


