


choreography by Michael Kidd, a spirited score 
by Johnny Mercer and Gene de Paul, and an 
imaginative plot about six brothers who decide 
to find brides for themselves after the seventh 
brother (Howard Keel) brings home a wife, 
heighten this euphoric and memorable musical. The classic 
'barn-raising' dance sequence is one of the most thrilling 
musical numbers of all-time.  (reserve a seat)
 
January 16th ~~ Silk Stockings, 
starring Fred Astaire and Cyd Charisse (117 
minutes; 1957).  In this musical version of 
'NINOTCHKA', Cyd Charisse is the beautiful 
Russian envoy who succumbs to the romantic 
lures of Paris, and falls in love with a charming 
man-about-town (Fred Astaire). The 
marvelously matched team of Astaire and 
Charisse sing and dance to a classic Cole Porter 
score featuring All Of You, and It's A Chemical Reaction, That's 
All. (reserve a seat) 
 
January 23rd ~~ An American in Paris,
starring Gene Kelly and Leslie Caron (113 
minutes; 1951) Dazzling color and brilliant 
choreography frame a lovely score by George 
and Ira Gershwin in this highly original musical. 
An American in Paris won the 1951 Academy 
Award® for Best Picture and includes an 
unusual 20 minute ballet sequence 
choreographed by its star, Gene Kelly. 
(reserve a seat)
 
January 30th ~~ West Side Story, starring 
Natalie Wood, Richard Beymer, and Rita 
Moreno (152 minutes; 1961). With biting lyrics 
by Stephen Sondheim set to a magical Leonard 
Bernstein score, West Side Story adapts the 
basic conflicts of Romeo and Juliet to the 
rivalry of New York City street gangs. The 
vitality of Jerome Robbins' choreography is 
unmatched in its cinematic brilliance and 
blends with the other elements of the film to create an utterly 
distinctive movie experience. (reserve a seat)  
  
Movies and popcorn are free!
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Joanna Ecke Poetry Series
 

Popular lecturer Dr. Joanna Ecke is going 
to lead a 5-part series starting on January 8th 
in which participants will learn about various 
poets and their writing techniques. 
 
A poetry packet will be available at the 
Library's front desk before the seminar begins 

(call 762-3950 to inquire). There is no charge for program, but 
we ask that you register in advance for each date in the 
series:  January 8th, January15th, January 22nd, January 29th, 
and February 5th.

Stamford Loft Artists Association 
Art Reception
 
Friday, January 9th, 6-7:30 pm   
 
The late sculptor, James 
Jackson Burt, co-founded 
the Loft Artist Association. 
He moved into the abandoned Yale & Town Lock Factory in 
Stamford and created a community for painters, sculptures, 
and photographers. Today, young novice artists share the 
scene with veteran professionals - whose biographies are 
studded with solo exhibitions, major commissions, teaching 
careers, and prominent art awards. 
 
For nearly 25 years, the Loft Artist Association has produced 
exhilarating exhibitions, lectures, and now performance events 
to enhance the community's cultural life.  We are fortunate to 
be able to exhibit their work in a diverse range of styles at the 
Wilton Library until January 30th. A portion of the proceeds of 
any sales will benefit the Library's Art Fund. 
 
Please join us for the reception - and bring your credit card or 
checkbook! 

New Skills for New Times!
Technology Training in January
 
 

Intermediate Digital Photo Editing 
Saturday, January 10th, 11 am to 12:30 
pm 

Using a photo provided by the instructor and 
Photoshop Elements, students will learn how 
to enhance portrait photos by blurring and 
making other changes to the existing 
background using layers, selection tools, 
filters, and more. Basic computer skills, 

including mouse proficiency, are required. This hands-on class 
is limited to 10 students.  Please register in advance. 
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How to Search for a Job Online 
Tuesday, January 13th, 6:30 to 
8 pm 
Wilton Library's computer guru, 
Mary Anne Franco, takes 
participants through an informative class on 
finding employment resources online using 
databases available through the library's 

website and other online sites. Topics include job searching 
resources, resumes, networking. This new demonstration-style 
class will  be held upstairs in the Rimer Room. Registration is 
required. 
 
 

Basic Computers-Files and Folders 
Never lose your computer documents 
again! Our own Mary Anne Franco will 
teach you how to create folders and 
organize your documents so you can easily 
find them again. Basic computer skills, 
including mouse proficiency, required. 

Hands-on class, limited to 10 students. No charge.  Please 
register in advance:
Tuesday, January 20th, 6:30-7:30 pm  
Thursday, January 22nd, from 12:30 to 1:30 pm
 
 

Basic PowerPoint 
Tuesday, January 27th, 6:30 to 8 pm 
Mary Anne Franco will help you learn to 
create exciting presentations for both 
business and personal use. Basic computer 
skills, including mouse proficiency, required. 
Hands-on class, limited to 10 students. No 
charge. Registration is required. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: When hands-on classes are full, additional 
registrants will be added to a wait list. If any original 
registrants drop out, people from the wait list will be moved up 
to take the vacated spot(s). ALSO: Registrants must arrive on 
time to insure a great learning experience for all students. 
There will be no further seating after ten minutes past the 
posted start time. The door to the Training Lab will be closed at 
that time.
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Exam Week (with Yoga!) for WHS
Tuesday, January 13 - Friday, January 16th 

Yoga Class Sunday, January 11th, 2-3 
 
The Wilton Library is ready to help Wilton High 
students who need a place to study during 
Exam Week!  
 
Our six study rooms can be reserved in 
advance of and during the week and students 
can study alone or in groups in a variety of 
comfortable spaces throughout the Library. Our reference 
librarians can help with computers and both online and print 
resources from 10-8, Monday through Thursday (10-6 on 
Friday).  
 
Snacks will be provided all week to keep energy levels high. 
Call the Library at 762-3950 (ask for the Reference Desk) for 
details and to reserve space.  
 
As a special stress-reducing break, on Sunday, 
January 11th, from 2-3 pm, we are teaming 
up with the Wilton Family Y to have a yoga 
class at the Library. There is no charge for the 
program, but registration is suggested. Teens 
should come in loose, comfy clothes and bring 
a yoga mat or beach towel.  

Special Kids' Events This Month
 
We've got some great educational (shhhh - don't tell!) fun in 
store for kids at the Library this month! 
 

Fairy Doll Workshop 
Saturday, January 10th, 2 to 4 pm 
Kids can join Wilton Library's Mrs. Keogh to 
make a fairy doll to bring home. Those who are 
3 years old and older can drop in between 2 
and 4 pm to create their fairy dolls. No 
registration is required. Materials are provided 

by the Coyle Family Young Readers Fund.
 

Have Your Cake and Read It Too!  
Child/Adult Book Discussion 
Thursday, January 15th, 6:30 to 7:30 pm 
The Kids' Book Club continues with a twist - 
dessert will be served and adults will be 
included. Children in grades 3 and up and their 
adults will read the book selections and then 
join the discussions. January's book is Matilda 
by Roald Dahl. Made possible by the Steve 

and Alison Sherman Family Fund. Please register in advance.
 

Stay and Play 
Friday, January 16th, 11 am to noon 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=xbifnvcab.0.0.meoe7sn6.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wiltonlibrary.org%2Fpdf%2Fyoungreaderdonationform0708.pdf&id=preview
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=xbifnvcab.0.0.meoe7sn6.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fcatalog.wiltonlibrary.org%2Fipac20%2Fipac.jsp%3Fsession%3DL229S83O39732.3996%26profile%3Dwl%26uri%3Dlink%3D3100006%7E%2158712%7E%213100001%7E%213100002%26aspect%3Dsubtab25%26menu%3Dsearch%26ri%3D1%26source%3D%7E%21horizon%26term%3DMatilda%2B%252F%26index%3DPALLTI%23focus&id=preview
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=xbifnvcab.0.0.meoe7sn6.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.libraryinsight.com%2Feventdetails.asp%3Fjx%3Dsip%26lmx%3D205462&id=preview


Children and their parents or other caregivers 
can gather on Fridays for this unstructured play 
time to meet other families with young 
children. The sessions are intended for children 
who are 2 years old and up. No registration is 

necessary - just drop in and meet your neighbors!
 

Children's Movie  
Our Friend, Martin 
Saturday, January 17th, 11 am to noon 
Children experience a part of history in this 
time-travel animated movie about Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Authentic historical footage is 
melded with animation, bringing the civil rights 
story to life. No reservations are required. 
Children under 8 years old must be 

accompanied by an adult and children 8 to 12 years old must 
have an adult in the Library during the show. 
 

Chinese New Year 
Friday, January 23th, 4:30 to 5:15 pm 
Children who are 5 to 8 years old are invited to 
learn about and enjoy a Chinese New Year at 
the Library.  Stories and activities will celebrate 
the Year of the Ox. A noodle dish will be served 
to symbolize a long and healthy life in the new 

year.   Advance registration is required because space is 
limited. 

Author Talk:  Jack Cavanaugh  

Tuesday, January 13th, 7 to 8:30 pm  
 
Jack Cavanaugh, the acclaimed author of 
Tunney, returns to Wilton Library with his new 
book, Giants Among Men: How Robustelli, 
Huff, Gifford, and the Giants Made New 
York a Football Town and Changed the 
NFL. 
 
His book and talk covers the period when the NFL became a 
media colossus. Giants Among Men transcends nostalgia and 
sports trivia to faithfully depict a watershed era for both 
football and the American nation. 
 
Cavanaugh is a veteran sportswriter for The New York Times, 
Sports Illustrated, and in many other national publications. He 
is currently an adjunct writing professor at Fairfield University. 
Books will be available for purchase and signing. Please 
register in advance.
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Let's Chat English Classes Resume  

Volunteer Training and Sessions 
 

The Library will be starting its very popular 
conversation sessions for speakers of other 
languages in January, thanks to volunteer 
session coordinators Jan Galletly and Alyson 
Kleiber. Learning to speak and understand 
English well is so very important to those who 
emigrate to this country and our informal 

sessions are such a wonderful way to begin the process in a 
friendly, low-stress way. Please be sure to tell anyone you 
know who might like to take part - as a volunteer or as a 
learner - about the free 6-week session at the Library.
 
Let's Chat Volunteer Training
Tuesday, January 13th, from 7 to 8:30 pm 

If you want to make a difference for some very motivated 
folks, join Jan and Alyson on the 13th to train so you can assist 
them with our "Let's Chat" sessions.  Please let us know you 
are coming. 
  
Let's Chat: Learn to Speak Conversational English 
Tuesdays, January 20th & 27th, from 7 to 8:30 pm 
Participants will learn to speak conversational English in this 
free 6-week program (January 20th, 27th; February 3rd, 10th, 
24th; March 3rd) for adults. These are "drop in" sessions with 
no registration required. Trained ESOL volunteers will be on 
hand for each session.

Book Discussions in January

Wilton Library Readers 
Wednesday, January 14th
noon to 1:30 pm
Susan Boyar and the Wilton Library Readers 
will discuss Revolutionary Road by Richard 
Yates. All are welcome to talk about this 
classic tale set in Fairfield County and soon to 
be released as a major motion picture. For a 
complete listing of meetings and book 
selections, visit the Wilton Readers page on 
Wilton Library's website. Please let us know you are coming. 
  
Senior Center Book Discussion 
Tuesday, January 27th 
11 am to noon
Bill Zieglerwill lead a discussion about The Portrait Of A Lady 
by Henry James. First published in England in 1881, the book 
has long been considered a masterpiece and the character of 
Isabel Archer is an indelible part of classic literature. Please call 
the Senior Center for details and to register at 834-6240. The 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=xbifnvcab.0.0.meoe7sn6.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.libraryinsight.com%2Feventdetails.asp%3Fjx%3Dsip%26lmx%3D195256&id=preview
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=xbifnvcab.0.0.meoe7sn6.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.libraryinsight.com%2Feventdetails.asp%3Fjx%3Dsip%26lmx%3D195256&id=preview
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=xbifnvcab.0.0.meoe7sn6.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fcatalog.wiltonlibrary.org%2Fipac20%2Fipac.jsp%3Fsession%3D12245352U4EA8.93776%26profile%3Dwl%26uri%3Dlink%3D3100006%257E%2521126980%257E%25213100001%257E%25213100002%26aspect%3Dsubtab25%26menu%3Dsearch%26ri%3D5%26source%3D%257E%2521horizon%26term%3DRevolutionary%2Broad.%26index%3DPALLTI%23focus&id=preview
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=xbifnvcab.0.0.meoe7sn6.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wiltonlibrary.org%2Fbooks%2Fwilton_library_readers.htm&id=preview
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=xbifnvcab.0.0.meoe7sn6.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.libraryinsight.com%2Feventdetails.asp%3Fjx%3Dsip%26lmx%3D174093&id=preview
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=xbifnvcab.0.0.meoe7sn6.0&p=http%3A%2F%2Fcatalog.wiltonlibrary.org%2Fipac20%2Fipac.jsp%3Fsession%3D12I979Y298607.4058%26profile%3Dwl%26uri%3Dlink%3D3100006%7E%21200190%7E%213100001%7E%213100002%26aspect%3Dsubtab25%26menu%3Dsearch%26ri%3D4%26source%3D%7E%21horizon%26term%3DThe%2Bportrait%2Bof%2Ba%2Blady%2B%252F%26index%3DPALLTI%23focus&id=preview


discussion will take place at Comstock 
Community Center, 180 School Road in Wilton. 
 
Read the Book and See the Movie  
Portrait of a Lady with Bill Ziegler 
All are invited to view the film  of Portrait of a 
Lady, starring Richard Chamberlain, Suzanne 
Neve, and Edward Fox, in Wilton Library's 
Brubeck Room on three consecutive Fridays 
(January 30th, and February 6th and 13th), 
with a discussion led by Bill Ziegler following 
the final session. Originally filmed for BBC TV, each segment is 
45 minutes long and each Friday will include two segments for 
a total of 1-1/2 hours, from 10:30 am to noon (but until 12:30 
on February 13th to accommodate the discussion). 
 
Please let us know you are coming to the screenings by 
registering in advance: 
January 30th (register for part I of the screening)
February 6th (register for part II of the screening)
February 13th (register for part III of the screening plus 
Bill Ziegler's discussion) 

Fun for Families 
with Mary Anne and Michael Franco 
 
  

PTA Council's Reflections 
ReceptionThursday, January 15th 
6 to 8 pm 
Artwork from Wilton students in grades K - 
12 will be on exhibit in six categories: dance/
choreography, literature, film/video production, 
musical composition, photography and the 

visual arts (which include art forms such as 
drawing, painting, print making and collage.) The reception is 
open to all and our exhibit runs through Tuesday, January 27th. 
  

How a Piano Works with Erica 
vanderLinde Feidner 
Saturday, January 24th 

10:30 to 11:30 am 
Ever wonder how the 12,000+ parts of a 
piano work together? With an approach that 

appeals to people ages 5 to 105, Erica vanderLinde Feidner 
brings to life the interesting inner workings of the piano in this 
interactive presentation. Erica will discuss the 5 major 
components within a piano, with a thorough explanation of the 
role of each component. Erica has been featured in many 
national publications such as The New Yorker and Inc. 
magazine on her uncanny ability to match people with the 
perfect piano for each. Following the presentation, there will be 
time for questions from the audience.  There is no program fee, 
and we ask that you register in advance.   
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Family Fun Night 
Tuesday, January 27th
6:30 to 7:15 pm 
Children and their families can 
enjoy winter stories, a short 
film and hot cocoa. Children 3 
years old and up are invited 

with their families.  Please register in advance as space is 
limited. Family Fun Night is made possible by The Coyle Family 
Young Readers Fund.

Wilton Library/Ambler Farm Crafts 
 
Ambler Farm and the Wilton Library are co-
sponsoring an exciting historic craft series for 
adults and high school teens in January and 
February. Held on four consecutive Sundays, 
the workshops feature four different crafts that 
might have been employed at Ambler Farm in 
its heyday. Each workshop is approximately 
two hours long, and we are limiting enrollment 
according to each instructor's individual 
request, typically to 10-12 people.   
  
On Sunday, January 18th, from 2 to 4 pm, Rachel Bee will 
teach participants basic knitting skills at Ambler Farm and 
create a project that can be continued at home.  Learn how to 
knit, or refresh your knitting skills!  This is a fun, relaxing, and 
creative pastime that often becomes a lifelong hobby. Please 
register in advance. 
 On Sunday, January 25th, from 2 to 4 pm, Artisan Paula 
Walton (an instructor at the Brookfield Craft Center and owner 
of the website, A Sweet Remembrance), will teach a small class 
how to make different kinds of soap at Ambler Farm.  
Participants will go home with samples of what they have made 
as well as instructions on how to continue to make their own 
soap at home, using natural ingredients and simple 
molds. Please register in advance.
 
Additional dates and crafts:  
February 1st, Yo-Yo's at the Wilton Library 
February 8th, Swedish Weaving at the Wilton Library
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MoMoirs with Linda Howard 

CTuesday, January 20th 10:30 am to 12:30 pm
 

A MoMoir records your children, their childhood 
and your motherhood in a way that no 
photograph or video ever can. It's a gift any 
mother can give herself and her family that will 
be treasured for generations to come.  
 
Learn to write your own MoMoir with Linda 

Howard, one of the writers for the hit MoMoirs performance in 
September of 2008. In 2005 the MoMoirs Workshop began at 
the Theatre Artists Workshop of Norwalk CT. The workshop was 
composed of actors and playwrights who wrote and shared 
stories of their mothers, their children and their feelings about 
motherhood. The result was a theatrical production entitled 
"MoMoirs: The Umbilical Chord Stops Here!" 
 
This workshop is for any mother interested in writing creatively 
about the joy, love, hard work, heartache and humor involved 
in raising children.  You'll learn how totally do-able writing a 
MoMoir is,even for the busiest mother or the woman who has 
never written before. During this introductory session there will 
be simple exercises to get you started and keep you going.  
Please register in advance.

Especially for Parents  
  
Lights Out at the Library 
Information Meeting Monday, 
January 5th 
7 to 8 pm
The annual sleepover, Lights Out at the 
Library on February 6th at the Wilton 
Library is for girls in grades 2 through 4.  This meeting on 
January 5th is required for parents if their daughters are 
attending Lights Out at the Library. Library staff will cover the 
history, the schedule, and the expectations for this event. 
Those unable to attend this informational meeting should 
contact Eileen Caulfield or Lesley Keogh in the Children's 
Library (762-3950). 
 
Creating Lasting Connections for Class of 2016 
(5th Grade Parents) 
Tuesday, January 20th through Tuesday March 
31st
This workshop designed to guide parents 
through adolescent years in helping their 
children to make safe choices. Registration is 
limited to 14 per workshop. For additional information 
(including fee and workshop times) and to register, email 
prevention@positivedirections.org or call 227-7644 
ext.132. This program is endorsed by Dt. Gary Richards, Wilton 
Superintendant of Schools, and 
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workshops are facilitated and provided by Positive Directions 
and Wilton Youth Services. 
  
Documentary Screening: 
Two Angry Moms
T
hursday, January 22nd 
11:30 am to 1 pm 
Two moms, award-winning documentary 
filmmaker Amy Kalafa and Susan Rubin, 
founder of Better School Food, teamed up to create this film 
about their fight to provide healthy eating for kids in school 
cafeterias. Amy will answer questions following the viewing. 
Bring a brown bag lunch to the screening; the Library will 
provide beverages. Visit the Angry Moms 
website for more information. Registration is highly 
recommended. 
  
LWV/WLA Hot Topic:  
Re-thinking the Drinking Age 
Thursday, January 29th
7 to 9 pm 
The League of Women Voters and the 
Wilton Library will present a panel 
discussion about the Amethyst 
Initiative, a proposal by more than 100 
colleges and universities to consider lowering the drinking age 
in the U.S. to 18. Speakers include Dr. Linda Degutis, Associate 
Professor, Yale University Medical School and immediate past 
president of the American Public Health Association; Dr. Lee 
Peters, VP, Student Affairs, University of Hartford; Mr. Barrett 
Seaman, author of Binge: Campus Life in an Age of 
Disconnection and Excess and board member of Choose 
Responsibility, an organization that proposes a new approach 
toward the drinking problem among young people; and Mr. 
John Hamilton, CEO, Regional Networks of Programs, Inc., a 
nonprofit social service agency specializing in the prevention 
and treatment of substance abuse. Audience Qparticipation will 
be included. The program is free and open to the public. 
Refreshments will be available at 7 pm, followed by panel 
discussion at 7:30 pm.. Please register in advance.

Watch the Inauguration  

Tuesday, January 20th in the Brubeck Room   
 
Come join us to watch the historic 
events surrounding and including the 
Barack Obama's inauguration as the 
44th President of the United States at 
noon. We'll fire up the big screen in the 
Brubeck Room and keep it going all day 

- stop by to watch the coverage as events unfold.  No 
registration is necessary.                
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Kids' Chess Returns!                   
Wednesday, January 21st, 4 to 5 pm  
 
Children's Chess (for students in grades 
3 through 7) has returned to Wilton 
Library in a 6-week program. The most 
important lesson participants will learn 
is that chess is a pastime that can 
develop the mind and provide a lifetime 
of fun! 
 
Our teacher, Christopher Potts, has taught over four hundred 
students over sixteen years as a scholastic chess instructor. He 
has been a tournament player for more than thirty years and 
has several years experience as a US Chess Federation certified 
tournament director. Mr. Potts has also served on the board of 
the Connecticut State Chess Association. 
 
In this six-week program, children brand new to chess will 
learn the history and rules of the game, basic checkmate 
themes and patterns, and basic strategy and tactics. More 
advanced students will review the basics, learn more advanced 
strategy and tactics, learn optimal opening and endgame play, 
and gain an appreciation for the vital importance of making and 
carrying out sound plans. Time will be provided for students to 
play games and put the classroom lessons into practice. 
Program fee is $60 per student for all six meetings. In-person 
registration is required. 

Gaming Night for Teens and Tweens at the 
Library                            

Friday, January 23rd, 7 to 9 pm 
   

Teens and 'tweens in grades 5 - 12 will be able 
to compete or just have fun using various 
gaming software. Three big screens will be 
used -- two for X-Box 360 and one for Wii. 
Games are rated E 10+ (for 10-year olds and 
up) and T (for Teen). 
 

Snacks and drinks willl be provided and prizes will be awarded. 
This program is funded by the John and Patricia Curran Teen 
Fund. Registration is strongly recommended. 
 
[Please note that our snow date is January 30th.]
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New Story Times  
January - March  
 
Literary Littles 
Monday, January 26th - March 16th 

2 to 2:45 pm
 
Children ages 4 through 6 years old are 
provided with experiences that enrich early literacy.  These 
sessions are designed for independent listeners. Mondays 
through March 16th (no session on February 16th). 
Registration is recommended. 
 
Wonderful Ones and Twos Story Time 
Tuesday, January 27th - March 17th
10:15 to 10:45 am 

This action packed program engages little ones in language-
based activities. For children 1 to 2 years old and their parents 
or caregivers. Tuesdays through March 17th. Registration is 
recommended. 
 
Look, Listen and Learn Story Time 
Tuesday, January 27th - March 17th 

11 to 11:30 am
 
Children can enjoy hand clapping, toe tapping songs, finger 
plays and stories that encourage emerging language skills for 3 
year olds and their parents or caregivers. Tuesdays through 
March 17th. Registration is recommended.

Try Out Our Kindle! 
  

Have you been wondering about 
the Amazon Kindle and thinking 
about trying before buying?  We 
have one at the Library (and 
are hoping to buy more) for you 
to use.
 
What is a Kindle? It's a wireless 
reading device with an 
electronic-paper display that 

provides a sharp, high resolution screen; it looks and reads like 
real paper. It is simple to use, has no cables and requires no 
syncing. There are more than 200,000 titles available for the 
Kindle and it holds over 200 titles at any one time! And, at 10.3 
ounces it's great for traveling. It is often hard to commit to a 
major purchase without trying it out so Wilton Library is giving 
you the opportunity to try the Kindle. Visit the Reference Desk 
to get a quick lesson and reserve or check it out.  Please 
contact Mary Anne Franco at 762-3950, ext. 210 if you have 
any questions.
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