
NEWS 
Contact:  Nuchada Julavits 

Phone: 203-762-6324 
njulavits@wiltonlibrary.org 

www.wiltonlibrary.org 
 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

The Brubeck Collection at Wilton Library Wins 2025 Award of 
Excellence from American Association for State and Local History  

 
Wilton, Conn. – June 16, 2025 – Wilton Library is pleased to announce that it has received 

the 2025 Award of Excellence from the American Association for State and Local History 

(AASLH) for The Brubeck Collection and Digital Archive. The AASLH Leadership in History 

Awards program, now in its 80th year, is the nation’s most prestigious recognition for 

achievement in the preservation and interpretation of state and local history.   

 The Brubeck Collection was established by late jazz legend Dave Brubeck and his 

wife, Iola, as a “living archive” of Dave’s long and illustrious career as a celebrated 

musician and composer. The Brubeck Collection, now housed at Wilton Library, is one and 

world’s premier jazz archives and passes on Dave’s legacy to musicians, musicologists, 

researchers, historians, jazz aficionados, and the public.   

 “Tish and I are thrilled to learn that the Brubeck Collection and Digital Archive at 

Wilton Library has been named the 2025 Award of Excellence winner by the American 

Association for State and Local History. Winning this national award and the invitation to 

be part of this year’s conference in Cincinnati speaks volumes about the promise and 

value of the Brubeck archives being historically important and highly valued on a national 

level,” said Chris Brubeck, son of Dave and Iola Brubeck. “This could not have been 

achieved without the hard work and dedication of Caroline Mandler with Michael Bellacosa 

and his team, along with the tremendous support and encouragement of the Library Board, 
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the Town of Wilton and the enthusiastic pride of the entire Wilton community. 

Congratulations and many thanks to all from the Brubeck Family.” 

 “We are honored to receive this prestigious award from the American Association 

for State and Local History. The Brubeck Collection is one of the world’s premier jazz 

archives, and we are extremely proud of the Collection and our digital archive as well as 

the significant expansion of our jazz history programming which these make possible,” 

said Michael Bellacosa, Curator of The Brubeck Collection. “Dave Brubeck and his music 

are two of Wilton’s treasures, which we are so pleased to share. We would like to thank 

the Brubeck family for all of their support. And we could never have accomplished this 

without the hard work of Thomas Kozak, the library’s Head of Technology, Julie Hughes, 

our archivist, and our database and website design consultants at Whirl-i-Gig.” 

 The Leadership in History Awards will be presented at the AASLH Annual 

Conference in Cincinnati, Ohio on September 12. This year’s other awardees included 

historical societies and history and art museums of various sizes across the nation. The 

AASLH awards program was initiated in 1945 to establish and encourage standards of 

excellence in the collection, preservation, and interpretation of state and local history 

throughout the United States. The winners represent the best in the field and provide 

leadership for the future of state and local history. 

 

About the American Association for State and Local History  

The American Association for State and Local History (AASLH) is a not-for-profit 

professional organization of individuals and institutions working to preserve and promote 

history. From its headquarters in Nashville, Tennessee, AASLH provides leadership, 

service, and support for its members who preserve and interpret state and local history in 

order to make the past more meaningful to all people. For more information, visit 

www.aaslh.org.  

 

About Wilton Library 

For more than 130 years, Wilton Library has served as the cultural and intellectual 

center of Wilton with the mission to inform, enrich, connect, and inspire our community. 

Home to The Brubeck Collection, one of the world’s premier jazz archives, the library is 



located at 137 Old Ridgefield Road in the heart of Wilton Center. For more information, 

visit www.brubeckcollection.org, www.wiltonlibrary.org, or call 203-762-3950. 

 
# # # 

 


	NEWS

